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A Method for Understanding Changes in Pointer Values during

Iteratives based on Partial Evaluation

Abstract: In this paper, we propose a method for understanding changes in pointer values during iteratives.
The method provides two distinct views of source texts. The first, called the abstract expansion view, inserts
relative pointer values computed through partial evaluation after the pointer variable references. The sec-
ond, called the concrete expansion view, replaces dereferencing expressions of pointer variables with their
evaluated results. We have implemented a tool based on the method and evaluated its applicability by ap-
plying it to a set of functions in open-source software. The tool generated abstract expansion views for 19 of
the 19 functions and concrete expansion views for 17 of the 19 functions. We also discuss the effectiveness
of the method in understanding changes in pointer values with conducted a simulated experiment of using
tool and without tool, and the possibility of misunderstanding.
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int stremp(const char *s1, const char *s2) {
7 = ¥s24+)

int stremp(const char *s1, const char *s2) {

v B OME
ref if (*s1(+0) == *s2(+0)++(+1)) {
return (*(const unsigned char *)s1 - *(const unsigned char *)--s2); if (481(+0)++(+1) == 0)
} return (0);
}

v 2EHOME
if (*1(+1) == *s2(+1)++(+2)) {
if (*81(+1)++(+2) == 0)
eturn (0);
}

v 3EADLE
if (*1(+2) == *s2(+2)++(+3)) {
if (81 (+2)++(+3) == 0)
return (0);

}

v 4-no-1EIE ORE
int ng1;

LOOP (int & = 3; & < ngy; ac4+){

B2 V—lOfrR7z—2
Fig. 2 The interface of the tool
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char *p(+0), *q(+0);
*q(+0) = *p(+0);
q(+0)++(+1); p(+0)++(+1);
*q(+1) = *p(+1);
q(+1)++(+2); p(+1)++(+2);
*q(+2) = *p(+2);

3 KA ¥ ZMHIHEDRIRH

Fig. 3 An example view of inserting relative pointer values
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*q = *p; 1 p = "Hello”;
gt++; pt+; 2 *q = 'H’;
*q = +p; 3 qt+; ptt;
qt+; pt+; 4 xq = ’e’;
*q = *p; 5 qt++; pt+;

6 *q = ,l’;

4 [HESREAN OB

Fig. 4 An example view of replacing dereferencing expressions
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Fig. 5 An example of loop expansion
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char xstrcpy(char *sl, const char *s2){

char *tmp = si;
while (*ksl++ = *s2++)
return tmp;
}
6 strcpy.c[7] DY —Xa—F
Fig. 6 Source code of strepy.c[7]
char *strcpy(char *s1(+0), const char *s2(+0)){
char *tmp(+0) = s1(+0);
if (xs1(+0)++(+1) = *s2(+0)++(+1)) {
}
if (xs1(+1)++(+2) = *s2(+1)++(+2)) {
}
if (xs1(+2)++(+8) = *s2(+2)++(+3)) {
}
int na1; /*nar BEEORRR L EIE/
LOOP (int o = 3; o < na1; oa++){
if (xsl(+a)++(+a+1) = *s2(+a)++(+a+1)) {
}
}
if (xsl(+na )+ (+na+1) = *s2(+ng )+ (+na+1)) {
}
if ()sl(+na+1)++(+na+2) = *82(+na+1)++(+na+2)) {
}
return tmp(+0);
}

7 6 ORMREH LB
Fig. 7 Abstract expansion of Fig. 6
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char *strcpy(char *sl, const char *s2){
char *tmp = si;
s1 = "hello”;
s2 = "hey”;
if (xsl++ = ') {
}

if (xsi++

}el) {
}

if (#sl++ = y) {
}

if (xsl++ = \0) {
}

return tmp;

X 8 6 DO ERIEMHKH
Fig. 8 Concrete expansion of Fig. 6
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int strncmp(const char *sl1, const char *s2, size_t n){

if (n == 0)
return (0);
do {
if (ksl 1= *s2++)
return (*(const unsigned char *)sl - *(const
unsigned char *)--s2);
if (xsl++ == 0)
break;
} while (--n != 0);
return (0);
}

B 9 strncmp.c[9] DY —RXa—F

Fig. 9 Source code of strncmp.c[9]
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int strncmp(const char *sl, const char *s2, size_t n){
if (m == 0)
return (0);
{
if (xs1(40) 1= *82(+0)++(+1))
return (*(const unsigned char *)s1(+0) - *(const
unsigned char *)--s2(+1)(+0));
if (xsl(+0)++(+1) == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
if (-n !'=0) {
if (xsl(+1) '= *s2(+1)++(+2))
return (*(const unsigned char *)sl(+1) - *(const
unsigned char *)--s2(+2)(+1));
if (xsl(+1)++(+2) == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
if (--n 1= 0) {
if (xs1(+2) = *s2(+2)++(+3))
return (*(const unsigned char *)s1(+2) - *(const
unsigned char *)--s2(+3)(+2));
if (xs1(+2)++(+8) == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
if (-n 1= 0) {
if (*s1(+3) '= *s2(+3)++(+4))
return (*(const unsigned char *)s1(+8) - *(const
unsigned char *)--s2(+4)(+3));
if (ks1(+3)++(+4) == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
int na,;
LOOP (int a = 4; a < naq,;
if (--n '=0) {
if (xsl(+a) '= *s2(+a)++(+a+1))
return (*(const unsigned char *)sl(+a) - *(
const unsigned char *)--s2(+a+1)(+a));
if (xsil(+a)++(+a+1) == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
}
if (-n !'=0) {
if (*sl(+nqa) '= *S2(+no )++(+na+1))
return (*(const unsigned char *)sl(+ng,) - *(
const unsigned char *)--s2(+nq.+1)(+na));
if (*s1l(+ng )Jt+(+na+1) == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;

a++){

}
if (-n !'=0) {
if (ksl(+na+1) '= *s2(+nq+1)++(+na+2))
return (*(const unsigned char *)sl(+nq+1) - *(

const unsigned char *)--s2(+nqa+2)(+na+1));

if (xsl(+na+1)++(+na+2) == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
BREAKGOTO: ;
return (0);

}

X 10 9 ORMRIEBHRIL
Fig. 10 Abstract expansion of Fig. 9
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do-while XX for X ¥ iz b3 1 [BIEITXHETEIN
B WO DH B, T, do-while XDRERTIXER
DEFNTINZ THER LS DRMER 2 7z W EITL O ER
EIRDITITS.
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HIMLFREER (string.h) 1SE A U TIREFEO KB ATEEED
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ABRNT BT T LMBEEINZTR XA T THD. %
T, RA VEHEMES & CRESIREE R D % 72HITR
A4 YV EXEBOESFHIIEBROZBUH D 7 wvw X 5 1 fE
PR FLAfHEY LTRSS % & 5 0 iHiids O kR %
fTolz. KA ¥ ZXHEMEZTTORE T F L AL DZEER
HTRRL, BESREE7 KL AETEL TV 5 1H
MBHRDB.
4.1.2 RTEE

MR EMAZI P B REMET 2 B CEEEICRRLT
b, JTLOY —Ra— FAOHMBTIE LY U TIEEIERIE .
FD7=, FEEANDIRIE Web ZHWT, 20D &S5
ANy —2a— R BHEKRHZMNTERRT S Z 8 THIC
BOLELERVLEMTZNTES. T2, RER
FIETIZ LOOP KB KA ¥ XHIMED LR, MESE
EAOE#ZE, MEAORBAFEZHVWTWS. 2T,
HTML ¥ CSS ZHWA Z & DAY —Ra— Kl
HRHAZETXAL TS, #RLXEZEMT 2 ZICk
D, JLDOY —RAa— R OMEHEGREIRS OHH L L 425
7o, #RL oA, &6, Z2Xiczhz it
L7znAg 54 M2, BB LR U S 2 i CH
5 Z e THEIILTWS.

4.2 FHE
REFEPBENR Y — 2 a— FOMEZIBICHZ 20
WERTB2012, A=YV —RY 7 vy OBEEENC
W FTREDFHM U 7z, SEFHATREDEFR & L CTHIRERRH
CEREMRBETENZN A DDEERREL, TOER
Z T BEEE N U TR BRI, B R EHERBHEH
ATREDHIE L 72,
FHIREBRNI AT 2 SCFH 2 IR LSCT 1 375
DHAI > TNy 7 7 ZBIET 20T, BELXNTKRA
VRPHEICENT . I OBBUCATR DO FIEE #E
3% THEICELT 52K, > &% a— F EICA#{b
TE, ZNDPHEMIIRICED 2720, FHlioFIZ LT
NetBSDI[9] @ string ~\ v #1213 47 OB H 553, 3.2 Hi
TEIT ARG 22 L, 2 EERE L RS 2 VEK
347 DD S B 19 TH ol TS ZARWX DD
TR T 5.
4.2.1 HREARTOEE
R BERHERR TR LX DB & B A > KA HEDE!
B33 THETMEREED ICTE TV 225l 5.
KL DHERRICE DR TUTORER T -,
Al 1~3[8], 4~n— 1[0, n[HH, FELKETOWNE, ©
TECIEBATEED>.
A2 KAV XEMEDRRIE S F 1235 EARATRER AR
AFRZ 0 22 ¥ 5 0.
A3 BRLEEIEC TR, ¥ XEAMMEDFHENTE T
W3 7.
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A4 if XDOHIZ return X, break 3, continue XA3H %
b D MR U T DI % AT IR WL e L Tn
B 7.

Al OEEHEIZIREFRIOEE L XD EFICEH LT
W3, HREMARIFIEEE L CORXDEIC L ST, 1~3
M|, 4~n—1E, n\H, #RLETOEELERE LTS
DT, HRLIIWH LTI OB TOREMATRE?Z Al DX
Wy 32, A2 DIEORMEIZRA ¥ XHIHEDFHHEICHE H
LTW3. Al OFRMERE LB ETHEE L XH DR
XX > TEEFIEDNThLI2G5E60H 5. $N25E0Y
DEIBRXDE ERLOPEIAMIZT 572012, K4 VX
FHEDFEICE L TX S WHIELZRITIRETH S
EEZ, A2~4 ORMEERFIT 2. A2 ORMETIIRA v &
FXHEDFSICEH L TW5. ki o OMNE TR A
> ZAAFHEDELTRE 2 DT, ZDEEHIE L WD % HETR
T 5. A3 OEBIIEEOMR LSRR L T o,
Ne DILBEEDT2RA ¥ ZHIMEBTRREINTNEDT,
ZADEL W ZHERT 272012, #ELEEICIET 2R
A Y ZMIMEIC > TV 2R HERT 5. Ad DFEHEIAR
K, KPR D i XDONEEFITT 5 & 2 DHRDET
XDEA Y ZHIHEDS T2 DTHERT 2. UED 420
B el LG a MR ERRE 2 EHREL 35,
4.2.2 BERERRRNOBE

BRBEHERTIIRD 4 DORERFHET 3.

Cl PHAMEA R E X N7z 4R LB b 2 28R TTIc iR
L D ERHATRED>.

C2 HIHUEAEE S NI ZE B HR U SCRNCERL S T
W3

C3 MESREIRE 2 ¥ 2132 OHICEE X A[FED

C4 FETREHMPIEL St TV S0

Cl OEHEIIA S SN ERNTH U THIR L X R &
naEBIEHT 5. BEREMKITIEIME LEEZRD
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ROE S NIAIHMEICN L TR SN 2 BETHES 5. C2
DI, RS REANDBRINPIELL TETWS
PICEHT . 260 MR EEARTOEE L [k, &
FAFTRE T HAE DR L OXOANFIT & o T, EHRZ ik
TINZD, TERVWEEPRETILEZILNEDT,
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FUERZT 72, C3 ORMEIYIHIELRE X N7 E B DS
WHRTIUE, ZOBROER L HESREANDOBERZ T
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® 1 HMSEFOBEMHAREREBOEE
Table 1 Percentage of applicable

functions of abstract expansion

Al A2 A3 A4
T FH AT RE 72 B2 19 19 19 19
W AREZ B EIA | 100%  100%  100%  100%

= 2 BEREMOBEHARELREKOEIE
Table 2 Percentage of applicable

functions of concrete expansion

C1 C2 Cc3 C4
T AT RE 72 B AR 19 19 19 17
TEARREZ B O EIS | 100%  100%  100%  89%

® 3 TR ToOFMligM 2 T REBOEIE
Table 3 Percentage of applications to the functions

satisfying all condition

HREMEZE BESRpEEER
T F T RE 72 B A 19 17
A HE 2 BB O BI& 100% 89%

4.2.3 FHEEER

MR ERRHA » ERERERHO Zzh2h THHEEICOW
TR L2460, MIRERERHTIER 10 X511, BRE
BRI TIZR 2D LI ICkhotz. Rl rE2 TREARESLT
AT 7z U7 BB OB & SN R OB oo H &2 3
WWRT. EEEMGES LA R EYI DI TTRL TV A,
HROBEED 5 BB RHARIUI TN TOREKTHEA
ARETH -7z, BEREHRIUI 17 OB EHTETH
89% AN ATRETS - 72, MRERRBUIMRE LIcBb 2%
BICHIAEDIRE SN TORL THEET 2720, B5E
BIEBHLDEHLLTWI BRI DEELL DD 5.
BRREARBEAEATE R B RE e L THEITUH
B L2 &0 ons. BEWFEOH LIRS
MTETEHT, dHiipIEL {fTbhizng, FHiis 2 &
5 HEET EIME R EA P RE Bbins.

5. ER

5.1 IBRZIEOFTHE

HERZ B DRIl 21T 5 121X, REISHERE % vz L
FERDIEE LV, HERE OB E iz s ivkh o7
DT, ZITIEREKRIICX2ROBEEZITS. £3, A
KRB HEDWT, BRI S BRT % 2 REE L 7z
72, BEFETRY —Ra—FeHEb e 2 Ic@EHoRIgE
BIREFEREROT B TEZEEZIONDZ D
5, ARBEOBADOMREERT L. ¥/, BEFHER
a— FEZHEPLT L THNCHER RT3 ATREMN D B 5 D
T, a— FEOBETOFELERT 5.
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5.1.1 E&FIC & 2R DIREE

BARENC & 23R OMEEIEK 9 D strnemp % AW TAT
5. strnemp DERIILEFL, 2 DOXFHIDKRA V&R
ERIFFICT S LD S, F—BD R WrEHERL TWE,
XFEn WCEET 20 VXFIRERT 2 FTEELTY
CWHETHB. L, K9 TREKCZELLTEST,
s1ZTITHTA Y 27U XY FER, s2135f7HE 64THT
TRNEFNA VI IVR DT 7 URXY B fTHOATWS.
Z DAL Z IEREICHRR S 5 72 912iX, 6 {THD return X T
X 2 DDLFHNTOWTHETA & R USCFEIZ VI HEA T2
DOYFEHBLTWS Z 2HET 208N H 5. £z,
TITHOZEMHETIE, 2 200X FHDKRA ¥ &ZpBHITF
NLFIEEL TWBRERD D, FFEHEICE-T, [
CHMBOYFEREFEL NI L 25 DXFERFILFE
THZ2ZDHEELTWS I 2HETI20END S.

XY = HWgGE, iECO0TIE, K100 6
FTHDRA ¥ ZARME (+0) 72 ¥ 4 BIDERS 39 fTHD—
AL XN R A ¥ ZHEIME (+no) 2> AR ENCE U220
THTWD ZeMNT AN S, BEIOWTE, K10
D 51THT, *s1(+0) &xs2(+0) L TWwWd &, 7
fTH T*s1(+0) ZHBLTWR Z 25, [AUAHMNED
XFEMRICLTWR e bh b, %/, OGR4
B D EE & — b E N8R LicoWT bR U BERE
FoTwazehs, FICHARNS.

XY —NVEHOEWEE, TERT L (+0) R
(+1) DIERZ T RTHTHIEL TBBERDHZ. h
X, KAV RZOEPHER Iz &P, ZDOLIITHHRLDH
TEUHDIEPHAEDE 5 TWVWB L IR T AR EH
ENWZ BTk S.

BRI TIE, BRNECFIE WG a0, t
BENTVWEIXFRHRTZ2eTES. M9DESRE
BERHTH 3, 11 TI&, AJID si="hello” s2="hey”
n=3 OFERERL, EBIT 2 DDXFHDKRA » & H3FEI
W TWB I 2R TE 3.

5.1.2 SE=

Z 2T, HEE T ABRICEHOP TEWEINRS KA ¥
ZOBRELEEL LTELT 3.

MR LZES KA VR EBOUH O TH Z Ny 7 >
BEIR O BRARICIE, R LBORA ¥ XOME L 5T ED
BT D, RFLTERA ¥ X DOEE RS X b &
HBL, RA Y ZHMHEDHEDIAA & MHESREADEZ
WX BAHEEITS . BA VXM HEE H DAL Z ¥ TH
FROMBIETHRA ¥ X DIEDZE(L % [ERECFEIE T 2 HED 72
(&b, MESBEANDBERZ TRA VX ORESREY
WICHURE T 20 EHA L 2 5. Ak hi=fERE2 ST
% Z & CTHRICHEREZMTETE 5. MESRENDE
PAZICEEBD AN DRE IR 720, Ny 7 7 EIE 0
FRICEIRINIZ A1 % B 2 20BN D 5705, HOHRTRUET
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int strncmp(const char *sl, const char *s2, size_t n){
if (n == 0)
return (0);
s1 = "hello”;
s2 = "hey”;
n = 3;
{
if (’h’ 1= A
return (’h’ - ’h’);
if (’h’ == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
if (2 1'=0) {
if (e’ 1= e’
return (e’ - ’e’);
if (e’ == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
if (1 '=0) {
if (U 1= y)
return (I’ - ’y’);
if (U == 0)
goto BREAKGOTO;
}
BREAKGOTO: ;
return (0);

}

X 11 9 O HRIERD
Fig. 11 Abstract expansion of Fig. 9

BREDDHBHRA Y RDELIRTHEOREIIEDTS.
5.1.3 d—F=

R U 25 ZBUCHDAAREIRZ 21T 5 1IT1E Y — &
a— F EOZEBITERDIRER LV E S I T 2 088D 5.
Z 2T, MEEMASCESENTHER LXDERZIT- /2.

HEREHTIIHRE LXD—E% LOOP £ LTE 2 ®HT
RHIT2-DEMBOa—-FEIPERICKESZ Z 23R 0
A3, 2 EoLb— TR U O ERZ FHIRINCHEA 3 5 72
», a—FEWRIcRS. 2ol H2EEHEL
T BT U TR O REMT 2 #6R UL OFERZITR
X5 MtilAaZEATZ T, 2EU EDOL—FI12D
WTd, a— FEPMX T THRERZHEATZ 2068
HrdH 5.

HEREH TR LI 2ERDO AT 20 H e LTV
570, BHRUNXDHEE LR T OB EENhE. Ly
L, ANT2EFFEEEMEFET20TANCE > TIE
RO a— FENPKELRIAREEDLDH 5.

5.2 RAVREMEDER

B OHEFNCHEH L CHERE Lzt 25, IBEFHEIIX
WEORHMND 2 Z e bhro7=DT, ZOWEHFEITD
WTHET 5. KA ¥ ZMHMEDE R AHLUN O s Tilfigz
AUREMDR D 2. BRI IMROY —2a— FEK 12,
X 12 OMRERBRHEZK 13 127 .
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N O O W N

© 00 N O U W N =

NN NN NNDDNDRFE B H o e e e
TR W R O © 0 NNO0 O W NN = O

char sample(char *sl1, char *s2) {
while(*sl++ !'= ’\0’)
char *s = si;
char *t = s2;
return *s;

}

12 R A ¥ ZAEAHMED B R38R % AL Tl
Fig. 12 An example of causing misunderstanding by the defi-

nition of the base points of relative pointer values

char sample(char *sl, char *s2) {
if (xs1(+0)++(+1) '= °\0°) {
}
if (ksl(+1)++(+2) '= °\0°) {
}
if (xs1(+2)++(+3) 1= °\0’) {
}
int na,;
LOOP (int « = 3; a < nq,; a++){
if (xsl(+a)++(+a+1) '= °\0’) {
}
}
if (*sl(+na )J++(+na+1) '= °\0°) {
}
if (*sl(+na+1)++(+na+2) '= °\0*) {
}
char *s = sl(+(na+2));
char *t = s2(+0);
return *s(+0);
}
13 X 12 OfiREMET
Fig. 13 Abstract expansion of Fig.12
char *s = sl(+nq+2);
char *t = s2(+0);

return *s(+s1+0);

B 14 RAZHZT7 FLREERE LA
Fig. 14 Example based on assigned address

() Hlo7 FLazigLTwb e &2, zhzRXil3 514
HWERL TV,
FIRETERWEDRARRDORA ¥ XDEIER 25
DT, FlORAL > ZOMEEF|ERRIT AW,

(1) T, K120RA Y EZE M s &t DL ITEBDOR
AV RERDPN A DT FL AL TWT ORI DFIE
T (+0) ZRA Y 2IHEE LTRS. X 13 Tl while
XOREMERTDH 2% 2~22 {THTEHE I N s1 DKRA ¥
ZARHEDS (+n6+2) IR ->TED, s1 B s ITRAZIHT

(2

~—
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TEBDT FLADLDOHEMETH 2 Z LaREh (2)
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6. HHDIC
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A0 2 DM T 2 KD SR XN 2 AL TEE 2
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na.
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